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WHY APRIL 11TH for INTERNATIONAL “LOUIE “LOUIE DAY?
· April 11, 1935 - Richard Berry was born in Extension, Louisiana.  After moving to Los Angeles as a child, he became immersed in the local music scene.  In 1955, he wrote “Louie Louie” and in 1957 released the first recorded version of the song.  A great doowop and R&B singer and songwriter, he is much underappreciated today for his musical contributions.  In addition to writing “Louie Louie” and “Have Love Will Travel,” he is best known to R&B aficionados for his uncredited vocals on “Riot in Cell Block #9” and “Roll With Me, Henry.”  Richard Berry died on January 23, 1997 at his home in Los Angeles.  For more information on Richard Berry, please go to http://www.louielouie.net/03-richardberry.htm .
· Other April dates related to “Louie Louie”:

April 6, 1963 – The Kingsmen recorded the version that made “Louie Louie” famous/infamous in 
a Portland recording studio.  Paul Revere and the Raiders recorded their version shortly after in the 
same studio.


April 12, 1985 – “Louie Louie Day” proclaimed by the state of Washington.


April 14, 1985 – “Louie Louie Day” proclaimed by the mayor of Seattle.

April 2, 1986 – “Louie Louie Day” proclaimed by the state of Oregon.


April 10, 1998 – The Kingsmen won a historic legal case against Gusto Records/GML in the 9th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals.  Following the U.S. Supreme Court's refusal to hear an appeal of the case, 
the Kingsmen gained all rights to the 105 recordings originally done for Wand/Scepter Records and 
were able to collect royalties escrowed since 1993.


Please see the information sheet titled “The Rise of Louie Louie” for other significant dates in the 

history of “Louie Louie.”
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