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For Immediate Release
CONTACT:
Clay Stabler, LLAMAS Director
 

c.stabler@comcast.net


(904) 228-0997 or (904) 285-1880

International “Louie Louie” Day – April 11th
50 Years of “Louie Louie”!!
Los Angeles, CA, March 11, 2007 – LLAMAS (The Louie Louie Advocacy and Music Appreciation Society) announces the annual commemoration of International “Louie Louie” Day on April 11th, 2007.  This year marks 50 years since the original 1957 release by the man who wrote it – Richard Berry.

Please start planning now to join us on April 11th to commemorate the world’s greatest rock song, relive its fascinating history, and acknowledge its continuing impact on the music world.  The only song recorded by artists as diverse as the Beatles, Otis Redding, the Grateful Dead, Frank Zappa, Bob Dylan, Iggy Pop, Mötorhead, Black Flag, Dave Matthews, Pete Fountain, Bruce Springsteen, the Tams, the Ventures, Johnny Winter, Mongo Santamaria, John Belushi, Paul Shaffer, the Clash, R.E.M., the Fat Boys, Led Zeppelin, Patti Smith, Toots & the Maytals, the Beach Boys, Jan & Dean, and of course the Kingsmen and Richard Berry, to name but a few, plus dozens of garage bands and marching bands all over the world.  Over 1,500 versions known, with more coming out each year!  
Why April 11th?

· April 11, 1935 – Richard Berry was born in Extension, Louisiana.  In 1955, he wrote “Louie Louie” and in 1957 released the first recorded version of the song.  
· Other April dates related to “Louie Louie”:

April 6, 1963 – The Kingsmen recorded the version that made “Louie Louie” famous/infamous.


April 12, 1985 – “Louie Louie Day” proclaimed by the state of Washington.


April 14, 1985 – “Louie Louie Day” proclaimed by the mayor of Seattle.

April 2, 1986 – “Louie Louie Day” proclaimed by the state of Oregon.


April 10, 1998 – The Kingsmen won a historic legal case against Gusto Records/GML, regaining 
ownership and royalty rights to all their recordings.

For additional information on Richard Berry, “Louie Louie” and much more, please visit www.louielouie.net.  

To receive background information on the history and significance of “Louie Louie,” along with a resource kit with “Louie Louie” version lists, websites, books, CD’s, timelines, interviews and suggested activities, please contact the individual listed above.  Start your planning now on stories and activities to highlight this important event!
About LLAMAS – The Louie Louie Advocacy and Music Appreciation Society is a free-form organization of individuals sharing a love for the most famous rock song in history.  For more information, please visit http://louielouieweb.tripod.com/LLAMAS.htm .
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